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LETTERS ON ELECTION, 
By Richard Wright of Glasgow, (Scotland. ) 
(Continued from page 116.) 

LETTER VII. 

Dear Sir—Instead of recapitulating the premises 
jaid down, and, I trust, established, in my former 
Letters, I state the following positions, as compre- 
hending the substance of what I have written on 
the subject of Election, and as an introduction to 
what this and the subsequent Letters will contain: 

1. The divine government, in all its various 
branches, extending over all creatures, through all 
he successive periods of time, all the manifesta- 
ions of Jehovah afforded to the children of mean, all 
is dispensations of grace, the execution of his most 
tremendous judgments: all originate in unbounded 
ove, and will terminate in the complete happiness 
af the whole creation. 

2. The administration of the moral, or spiritual, 


-overnment of the world, is placed in the hands of 


our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom Jehovah is mani- 
fested to mankind, by whom his grace will be fully 
lisplayed in the ages to come, and all his righteous 
udgments executed; the Father having chosen 
ind appointed him to reign, as Mediator, until all 
the great designs of his love be carried into effect, 
and the whoie haman race made happy. 

3. Under the administration of Jesus Christ, nu- 
merous agents are, and will be, employed, who were 

hosen in, and appointed by him, to fill peculiar 
lations, and to enjoy special blessings, that, as in- 
truments, they may all subserve the great ends of 
his administvation: among these the apostles stand 

remost. Eph. iv. 11. 

Lappprehend no one will dispute the reality of the 
election of the apostles, or that their election was 
mnact efdivine sovereignty: if, however, any read- 
‘should be disposed to doubt it, the following pas- 
sages may serve to convince him; Matt. xi. 25, 26. 
We find the Lord thanking his Father, that it 
seemed good in his sight to hide the things which 
were revealed to his disciples, from the wise and 
prudent; not that God did any thing to prevent 
any man’s coming to the light, and receiving the 
knowledge of the truth ; but that he did not choose 

the wise and prudent of this world to be witnesses 
of all that Jesus did and taught, and to be ministers 
of the word; that, on the contrary, he chose to 
reveal all his truth first to babes in worldly wisdom 
and prudence, to make them disciples and apostles, 
that there might be no pretence for glorying in the 
flesh. To wiatever else the above passage may be 
deemed applicable, when compared with Luke x. 


I think this will be found its primary meaning 
John xv. 16. We find the Lord said to his apos- 
tles, Ye have not chosen me, but Ihave chosen you : 
and ver. 19; Lhave chosen you out of the world 
Paul was expressly declared to be a chosen vesse} 
unto Christ; Acts ix. 15. Let it be observed, that 
Saul of Tarsus had discovered no previous disposi- 
tion to believe on Christ, or to pay the least atten 
tion to his gospel; but, on the contrary, continued 
a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious, until 
the Lord, by his special interposition, brapght him 
to the knowledge of himself, which fully shows the 
operation of the sovereign good pleasure of God in 
his election. I mean not to say that the election 
of the apostles was merely the act of an arbitrary 
will; but that the Lord did that which was wisest 
and best to be done for the general good of man- 
hind, in the selection of those persons who were 
chosen to that high office: this I hope to make 
appear. 

Upon the very face of the subject, we may dis- 
cover that these who were chosen to be apostles. 
were chosen to carry on the same interesting work, 
and to promote the same benevolent end which 
Christ himself was chosen to effect; for they wer 
chosen to be his witnesses, to act by authority re 
ceived from him, to speak in his name, to be his 
ambassadors to the world ; their office and ministry 
throughout were subservient to the great ends of his 
mission. 

The light, blessings, gifts, and endowments 
granted to the apostles, were not granted to them 
merely for their own personal happiness, but that 
they might become a blessing to others. God, who 
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 
shined in their hearts, to give the light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jesus 
Christ. They were vessels filled with heavenly 
treasure, that they might bear it to others, 2 Cor. 
iv. 6,7. They were ordained to go forth, in their 
public office and work, and bring forth fruit by 
their ministry in the world, and that their fruit 
should remain, Join xv. 16. They were sent into 
the world for the same purpose as their great Mas- 
ter was sent into the world, John xvii. 18. They 
were commissioned to teach all nations, to preach 
the gospel to every creature, to preach repentance 
and forgiveness of sins to all nations; Matt. xxviii. 
19; Mark xvi. 15; Luke xxiv. 47. Paul, in par- 
ticular, was chosen to bear the name of Christ be- 
fore the Gentiles ; he was sent to them to open their 
eyes, to turn them from darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan to God, that they might receive 
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which are sanctified, Acts ix. 15; and xxvi. 18. 
Girace was given to him that he might preach 
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ, and to make all men see what is the fel- 
lowship of the mystery, which from the beginning 
of the world had been hid in God; Eph. iii. 8, 9. 
The great object of the office and ministry of the 
aposties, was the reconciliation of the world to 
God; 2Cor. vy. 14, to the end. According to the 
prayer of Christ, John xvii. 21,23; when those 
who shall belreve on him, through the word of his 
apostles, shall be made perfect in one, the world 
shall believe and know, through the medium of his 
church, that he is the Sent of God, the anointed 
Saviour, and be acquainted with the love of God to 
the saints; but all who believe, under the present 
dispensation, believe through the word or testimo- 
ny of the apostles: therefore, by the world cannot 
be intended those who know Christ in the present 
state, because those to whom the term is here ap- 
plied are distinguished from all such; nor are the 
saints brought to that perfect state which Christ 
prayed for in the present life: consequently. a 
future age must be referred to, when the world, iv 
distinction from the church of God, shall be sub- 
jects of this knowledge and faith. 

The apostles being chosen out of the middle and 
lower orders of the people, and called from ob- 
scurity ta fill the most important office, was a blow 
at the root of Rabinical pride and Pharisaical im- 
portance, which had taken the key of knowledge 
trom the poor: at the same time, it was calen- 
lated to give encouragement to those who might 
afterward called from 
labour in the gospel; while the simple manners 
and appearance of the first teachers of Christianity, 
afford a striking reproof to the lordly spirit and 


be obscure situations to 


splendid trappings of the antichristian priests of 
after ages: besides, the election of such persons to 
so great a work, made the excellency of the power 
most conspicuously appear to be of God, and not 
of themselves: and those were best calculated to 
feel for, and be useful to, the common people, who 
had been chosen from améng them. 

The conversion of such a determined persecutor 
as Saul of Tarsus, and his election to the apostolic 
office, was a considerable evidence of the truth of 
Christianity, and ought to have been viewed as 
such by the Jews. They well knew how deeply 
he had engaged with them in opposition to it; what 
violent zeal he had manifested against the gospel; 
how much his reputation, his emolument, and even 
his safety among his own countrymen, in particular 
among the partisans of the sect to which he, from 
his childhood, had been warmly attached, were in- 
volved in his continuing to oppose the disciples of 
Jesus: for such a man entirely to change his senti- 
ments and conduct, without any worldly motive 
that could influence him to such a change being 
discoverable, for him all at once to sacrifice his 
friends, connexions, reputation, worldly interest, 
the rooted prejudices which before entirely influ- 
enced him, to put his life in the greatest peril, and 
expose himself to the greatest hardships, by be- 
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coming the most zealous promoter of the caus 
which he had before persecuted, evidently suppose) 
that he had found convincing proof of the goodness 
of that canse. 

Paul was not only chosen to be an eminent in 
strument of good to mankind by his labours, by: 
he was also selected by the Lord, and made a re. 
cipient of mercy and grace, that in him, first, 9 
the chief of sinners, a pattern of al! long-suffering 
might be exhibited to others, to encourage thein 
to trust in the mercy and grace of God, 1 Tin, 
i. 16. The extraordinary means made use of ¢ 
effect Paul’s conversion, may be considered as ap 
earnest and pattern of the extraordinary means 
which will be employed for the conversion of his 
unbelieving countrymen the Jews: Zech. xii. a 
xiv. and the effects produced in consequence of hj: 
conversion, by his ministry among the Gentiles, a 
pattern of the effects which will be produced by 
the conversion of the Jews in the world at lara 
Paul having been the subject of such rooted pre. 
judice and violent opposition to the gospel, excited 
in his mind, when an apostle, the greater sympa 
thy and compasion for others who still remained in 
the same state; Rom. ix. 3. Hence, we may dis- 
cover the wisdom and goodness of God in choosing 
him to the apostolic office. 

Among those who were chosen to be aposiles, 
we find Judas Iscariot, who became a spy, and tn- 
ed accuser and betrayer of his Lord: his having 
been numbered with them, and made a partake: 
of their ministry, is a circumstance calculated te 
be of wse to mankind and to the church of God. 
Had Christ been an impostor, Judas must have 
known it; could he have persuaded himself that 
his Lord was not what he professed himself, he 
would not have been overwhelmed with remors: 
for betraying him; but he openly declared the in- 
nocenee of Christ, and that he had sinned in betray 
ing him; which circumstance is an evidence of th: 
truth of Christianity, and onght to have had great 


weight with the Jews. What the Lord experienced 


through the treachery of Judas, renders bim th 
more capable of being touched with the feeling ot 
our infirmities; Heb. iv. 15, aud places him betove 
us as Our pattern, when we suffer from the perfidy 
of professed friends. Had not a Judas been found 
among the apostles, the samts m after ages might 
have been surprised and discouraged to find such 
men among themselves; but this serves to teacl! 
others, that though they be elected’ to the highest 
office, this will not prevent their being punished 
according to their sins. Judas was not rejected 
from his office, until his outward conduct had 
proved hin totally unworthy of it: this is to teach 
us never to reject others on the ground of supicion, 
but, in all cases, to act towards them according to 
what their outward conduct proves them to be. 
Thus, it appears, that the eleciion of apostles was 
intended, and every way calculated, to be a general 
blessing to mankind. I remain, 
Dear Sir, 
In Christian affection, sincerely yours 
‘To be continued.) 
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~~ From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
A QUESTION CONSIDERED. 

There being very good grounds for believing, 
-hat many sincere Christians entertain conscientious 
scruples concerning the propriety of using the word 
Reverend applied to men; Ihave concluded that 
something might be offered on the subject that 
might tend to remove such scruples, and to give 
satisfaction, even to the tenderest conscience, that 
the common use of this word to designate a public 
ordained preacher of the gospel, is not Only inno- 
cent, but justifiable by scripture authority. 

The most material objection to the common use 
of the word reverend, as far as I have learned, is, 
that this word is applied to the supreme Being in 
the only passages of boly writ, in which it is found ; 
ind as itis apphed to God, it is profaning the sacred 
titie to apply it to an order of men. 

In reply to this objection it may be said that in 
the same passage where this word is applied to 
God, the word holy is also applied to him. See 
Psalm cxi. 9, “ Holy and reverend is his name.” 
Now if it be unlawlul to apply the word reverend 
to men because it is applied to God, must it not 
follow, that because the word holy is applied to God 
itis not lawful to apply it tomen? But the word ho- 
ly is, in scripture, applied to a variety of subjects 
besides the divine Being, and among the rest we 
find men. The seventh day was called holy. There 
were also two places in the tabernacle which were 
called holy. See Exodus xxvi. 33, “ And the vail 
shall divide unto you between the holy place and 
the most holy.” In a number of places we find 
“holy mountain” spoken of. We read also of “ ho- 
lyou” and of holy people. Also of the “ holy tem- 
ple and of holy things.” The prophets are called 
holy men, &c. We are informed, moreover, that 
“without holiness no man shall see the Lord.” And 
we are commanded to be “holy, for the Lord our 
God is holy.” 

{t may be allowed that the word holy when ap- 
pued to men should be considered in subordination, 
aud very humble subordination too, to the word 
‘oly when applied to God ; and of this subordinate 
use of the word we have av example in the passage 
juoted from Exodus xxvi. 83. There we read of 
the holy place and of the most holy. The first is 
comparative, the last superlative. 

When the foregoing is duly considered, it is be- 
lieved, that the objection to the common use of the 
word reverend, resting on the simple fact of its be- 
ing applied to the divine Being, will be fairly re- 
moved ; and if the objector find any thing further 
im the way to prevent him from consenting to this 
common. use, it may be because the very word reve- 
rend is not, in scripture, applied to men. 

The proper answer to this objection avails itself 
of the fact, that, according to scripture, reverence is 
justly paid to men, and proceeds to argue that who- 
ever is justly reverenced is in fact reverend. See 
Eph. v. 33, “And the wife see shat she reverence 
her husband.” Heb. xii. 9, “ Furthermore, we have 
had fathers of our flesh, which corrected us, and we 
gave them reverence ; shall we not much rather be 








in subjection to the Father of our spirits, and live ?” 
Here let it be observed, that we are not only farnish> 
ed with scripture authority for using the word, but 
we are taught how to use it, viz. in a subordinate 
sense when applied to subordinate creatures, but in 
a superlative sense when applied to the supreme 
Being ; for it is evident that the apostle means the 
same by being in subjection as he does by giving 
reverence. 

Though the scriptures furnish much more than 
has been mentioned, by which arguments in proof 
of the innocent use of the word reverend when ap- 
plied to men might be maintained, it is deemed un- 
necessary further to extend the subject, except it be 
to consider, What may be thought the only remain- 
ing objection, which may be done briefly. This ob- 
jection may be stated thus; The use of the word 
reverend, to designate a certain order of men, signi- 
fies, on the part of the common people, a sort of 
abasement or submission, which is inconsistent with 
that liberty, independence, and equality of standing, 
into which the gospel of Christ introduces all tue 
believers; and ou the other, it seems to indicate a 
kind of elevation of those to whom the word is ap- 
plied, which is meconsistent with that true humility 
which necessarily combines with the profession and 
calling of a minister of the meek and lowly Sa- 
viour. To this objection it seems that the answer 
must be very easy and satisfactory, for there is no 
respectful title given to any order of men, that is 
really any honour to a person any longer than be 
walks with becoming humility and circumspection 
in that office which is designated by such title. So 
far from this, when a mau so conducts as to dis- 
honour the office in which he is placed, that very 
office makes him the mare distinguished for his 
folly. But if a man duly fulfils the duty of his office, 
and conducts himself with becoming propriety, the 
public sentiment and feeling will do him honour, 
and will respect him, let the word, by which his 
office is designated, be what it may. 

Relative to this subject, it is worthy of notice, 
that itis the office which is honourable, and that 
the man, whose conduct is agreeable with the office, 
and altogether what the office requires of him, just- 
ty shares of the honour which is paid to the office. 
The words of St. Paul in Eph. v. seems to favour 
this argument; see verse 17, “Let the elders that 
rule well be counted worthy of double honour, es- 
pecially they who labour in word and doctrine.” 

It is an opinion which much deliberate reflection 
and the experience of many years have contributed 
to confirm, that whatever tends to weaken public 
respect and reverence for sacred things is unfriendly 
to the cause of true religion. Some, no doubt, have 
unhappily confounded what, in reality is nothing 
but superstition, with reverence for sacred things; 
but this is a mistake. Superstition pays her devo- 
tions to what is not sacred, and leaves those which 
are, unregarded. 

If, after reading the foregoing remarks, any of my 
brethren should continue to think that the word 
reverend is too honourable a title for one who is the 
servant of Jesus Christ, they may be assured thet 
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their views are no offence to me, though I may con- 

tinue to agree with what is so very naturally ex- 

pressed, Prov. xxvii. 18; “ Whoso keepeth the 

fig-tree shall eat the fruit thereof; so he that waiteth 

on his master shal! be honoured.” H. B. 
REPLY. 

We are not sorry to meet the present opportunity 
of saying something in addition to our remarks, in 
former volumes of this work, on the subject intro- 
duced above from the Boston UNIVERSALIST MAGA- 
ZINE. The ability of the writer of the apology for 
the use of the term Reverend, is acknowledged to 
be such, that we may be allowed to doubt whether a 
better apology can be offered than that we shall 
now examine. "Therefore, if we can show that the 
writer has mistaken his subject, or that he has ad- 
vanced sophistry instead of argument, the question 
will be amicably settled. 

H. B.’s first answer to the objection, contained in 
his third and fourth paragraphs, is, in amount, as 
follows :—There are other terms, for instance, the 
term holy, which, in the same passage is applied to 
God, is also in various passages of the Bible applied 
to men, as well as to places in the tabernacle. It is 
admitted, however, that the term holy, when applied 
to men, shou!d be used in a sabordinate sense’ Now 
what does this amount to, when considered in refer- 
ence to the matter in dispute? The fact stands 
thus—{j"Men call themselves Reverend! they 
assume the title ;—they arrogate of right, what no 
precedent found in the Scriptures, or in the nsages 
of God’s prophets, or Christ’s apostles, will justify. 
It H. B. should produce from the Scriptures proof, 
(referring to chapter and verse,) that Jeremiah call- 
ed the prophet Isaiah the Reverend Isaiah, or that 
the apostle Peter called Paul the Reverend Paul, 
there would then be argument and testimony. 

Of the use of the word holy, we remark, that men 
were called with an holy calling. We may safely 
add, without fear of contradiction, that men were 
created, and are chastised with an holy design. 
Meu are considered perfect in Christ; and it is in 
relation to their Head, that they are to be considered 
as sanctified and purified, while in the body of cor- 
ruption. If Peter had reasoned with Paul, and said, 
Brother Paul, men are called holy in the Scriptures, 
and [ will call you the Reverend Paul, and you shall 
call me the Reverend Peter, and Jesus Christ, their 
Master, had said, So be it; we think we should be 
disposed to say, Brother H. B., Peter called his 
brother Paul the Reverend Paul, and we will cal! 
you, the Reverend H. B. But, unfortunately for 
modern opinions and usages, we have no such au- 
thority ; and all precedents will be found to origi- 
nate in a source the credit of which will confer no 
honoyr on the cause or its supporters. 

With the above consideration of the apology, we 
are far from believing that the objection to the use 
of the term Reverend in application to men, is 
* fairly removed.” 

H. B., in his sixth paragraph, opposes a fact to the 
objection; namely—wives were commanded to 
reverence their husbands. And, farther, that be- 
cause we have been in subjection to our carthly fa- 





= 
thers, we should much rather be in subjection to the 
Father of our spirits. Then it is argued, that the 
apostle signifies the same by the term subjection. 
that is signified by the phrase giving reverenc: 
Hence it is concluded, “ that whoever is justly rey: 
renced, is in fact reverend.” The reader must, by thjs 
time, have perceived, that H. B.’s conclusion, de. 
rived from the above premises, leads to a ludicrous 


result. For the pith and marrow of his argumen: 


is, that because the wife is commanded to reverenc, 


her husband, and because whoever is justly reve. 
renced is reverend, it is just and proper to use the 
term, and apply itto men. So be it. But, pleas 
torecollect, the man must have a wife—the wilt 
must reverence her husband; every man, therefore, 
who has a wife, is justly entitled to the term, 
whether, to use the phrase of the poet, he be 

“ The cobler apron'd, or the parson gown'd.”’ 

Alas! for some of the titled gentry. Mr. John. 
son Chase of this city, has dubbed himself, on 
brass plate affixed to his front door, “ Reverend 
Johnson Chase.” Now this parson has no wif 
consequently, is not reverenced, and is not rew 
rend!!! 

The reader, we believe, has by this time con 
cluded, that according to H. B.’s authority for the 
use of the term, its authorized application will nov 
be so extensive, and the title so cheap, that no on 
in future will be disposed to contend for it. Inde: 
we will venture the expectation, that parson Chas 
will no sooner have read this article, than he wil, 
order his brass plate removed, and something moc 
appropos to supply its place. 

The only remaining objection, considered by H 
B. is, that “it signifies, on the part of the commo: 
people, a sort of abesement or submission, which is 
inconsistent with that liberty,” &e. “into which the 
Gospel of Christ introduces all true believers; and 
on the other, it seeins to indicate a kind of elevatioi 
of those to whom the word is applied, which is in- 
consistent with that true humility which necessarily 
combines with the profession and calling of a minis 
ter of the meek and lowly Saviour.” In reply to this 
objection, it is argued, that it is the office which ¥ 
honourable, and the man partakes of the honour by 
justly discharging the duties of the office. It is sup- 
posed that Paul, Eph. v. 17, favours the argument, 
by saying, “ Let the elders that rule well be counted 
worthy of double honour, especially they who labou: 
in word and doctrine.” H. B. concludes, we pre 
sume, that by the “ double honour,” is intended the 
title of Reverend! He then advances an opinion, 
the result of much deliberate reflection, “that what- 
ever tends to weaken public respect and reverence 
for sacred things, is unfriendly to the cause of true 
religion.” Clergymen are those who demand the 
respect. They are, therefore, the sacred things. 
Pure religion is to strengthen the hands of the poo! 
and needy; to keep one’s self unspotted from the 
world. Will dubbing clergymen with the title of 
Reverend, strengthen “public respect for sacied 
things?” Will this advance the cause of pure re! 
gion ? Who among the primitive apostles and dis 
ciples of Christ, tried or proposed this expedient” 
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Do not the pages of profane and ecclesiastical his- 
tory prove the fact, that pure religion has declined 
in proportion as clergymen have assumed titles and 
honours ? 

H. B. concludes witb a liberal expression of tole- 
ration in sentiment, and the quotation of Prov. 
xxvii. 18. “ Whoso keepeth the fig-tree shall eat 
the fruit thereot; so he that waiteth on his master 
shall be honoured.” In reply to the use of this 
juotation, we say, that the apostles and disciples of 
Christ, who waited on him their master, were not 
honoured in the manner alluded to. They were not 
jubbed with titles. We cannot see any analogy 
between the fruit of the fig-tree, and the title of 
Reverend. We cannot conceive how the “ tink- 
ling of a name” can be counted an honour by those 
who love the praise of God, and not the praise of 
men; especially when they are saluted with a title 
which their Wasler never authorized ; a title which 
nove of their Master’s servants ever assumed; a 
title which in the whole Scriptures of Inspiration, 
s applied only to the Name of the great Sovereign 
of all worlds. “Let another praise thee, and not 
thine own mouth; a stranger and not thine own 
lips.” Prov. xxvii. 2. 

We conclude by remarking, that we have a better 
opinion of H. B.’s prudence and self-command, 
than to suppose it possible for him to be offended 
with our freedom of expression in discussing the 
subject in question. We believe H. B. will be dis- 
posed to reject error at all times, and to embrace 
unsophisticated truth. 

<> 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—i have perused and seriously con- 
sidered, your “Remarks on Luke xxii. 19,” re- 
specting the “ Lord’s Supper ;” and without feeling 
disposed to dispute any of your positions at present, 
I wish to suggest a few thoughts to you on the sub- 
ject, and (if they should be thought worthy a place 
inthe Herald,) through you, to your readers. 

As to the word “sacrament,” I admit that it is 
nota Scripture term, neither do I feel disposed to 
use it in relation to the Lord’s Supper ; and I hardly 
know whether there is any occasion for it in the 
English language; yet it is a question with me, 
whether the breaking of bread, as Jesus did with 
his disciples at the conclusion of the Passover, was 
not agreeable to a well-known Eastern custom, 
which had in it something of the nature of “an 
oath,” or at least, the strongest pledge that could 
have been given. Neither shall 1 undertake to say 
whether the Jewish Passover either was, or was 
not, “typical of Christ ;” as that, to me, is not ma- 
terial. kt was held, I believe, by the Jews, simply 
1s a memorial of a past event, viz. the preservation 
of their children, when the first-born of all the 
Egyptians were slain; and of their subsequent de- 
hiverence out of Egypt. We perfectly agree, that 
none of the Jewish rites are binding on Christians, 
particularly on Gentile believers ; and unless the 
“ Lord’s Supper” is something distinct from the 
Jewish Passover it is nothing tous. The Jewish 


on a certain day: the disciples assembled often to 
break bread, but without any reference to the Pass- 
over. What the Passover was to the Jews, the 
Lord’s Supper is to us; only it has reference to a 
different circumstance. 

That Christ did institute what is called “ The 
Lord’s Supper,” and that it was so understood by 
his disciples, and also observed by them, in remem- 
brance of their Lord and Master, I think there can 
be no doubt among Christians of all denominations. 
That it may and has been abused, and transformed 
almost, if not quite, into idol worship, is too true to 
be disputed; but if that is good reason why it 
should be laid aside, we might, on the same princi 
ple, lay aside the Bible itself. 

To those whe believe in it at all, and believe in it 
simply as a memorial of a past event, and not as a 
kind of god, which is to give them a passport to 
heaven, there can be but one question about the 
propriety, yea dufy, in continuing it: viz. What 
are we to understand by the words “ till he come ?”’ 
Those who feel fully satisfied in their minds that 
this had reference to his coming “ with power,” as 
he did at the destruction of Jerusalem, will certainly 
not feel it to be an absolute duty, and if not a duty, 
perhaps not a privilege, to celebrate his death in any 
way whatever: but those who believe, (and of this 
number I think there are many, and to this opinion 
I happen to be inclined, though I am not very tena- 
cious about it,) that these words, “till he come,” 
mean his coming to raise the dead, and change the 
living, “so we shall ever be with the Lord,” will not 
only feel it a duty, but also a privilege, to show, by 
some outward token, a remembrance of Christ’s 
pledge; “I go to prepare a place for you,” &c. 
John xiv. 1—3. ; 

This may, perhaps, be said to be weakness to 
wish to keep up rites, types, and shadvws, after the 
subslance has come, and all the shadows are abolish- 
ed, and should be done away! Thus, bear with my 
weakness ; lest you “ offend a weak brother, for whom 
Christ died ;” on the same principle that Paul would 
not eat meat, (meaning meats offered to idols,) as 
long as he lived, lest some might be emboldened by 
his example to violate their consciences; although 
all things were lawful for him, and he knew that “an 
idol is nothing in the world.” Paul circumcised 
Timothy, not that he believed in the necessity of 
that circumcision which is outward, more than we 
do: yet, he was disposed to become “ all things to 
all men,” that he might save the more, that is, bring 
more to the knowledge of the truth. 

I am perfectly aware, that, to those who view the 
Lord’s Supper as a mere outward rite, long since 
abolished, it must look tifling and unmeaning to 
eat “a mouthful of bread,” and drink “a few drops 
of wine,” notwithstanding all the solemnity attend- 
ing it. So many of our other ceremonies are, in 
themselves, simple and,unmeaning, if not disgust- 
ing; yet, being rendered familiar by their long and 
constant use; for any one to neglect them, he 
would be considered impolite, unfeeling, unkind, 
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wholly unaccustomed to either, the latter might look 
silly, and the former ridiculous ; yet, when perfectly 
understood, are evidences of the most jntimate 


friendship, and sincere affection. 

Even so, lam fully convinced, that the celebra- 
tion of the Lord’s Supper, to those who fully uader- 
stand its object and meaning, and attach no other 
meaning to it, than what was originally tended, is 
got only innocent and harmless in itsell, considered, 
but it excites in the communicants the lughest sense 
of gratitude to God for the gift of his Sou, to Christ 
for his faithfulness and fidelity, and to the apostles 
for their arduous labour and sufferings in establish- 


ing Christianity in the world: while, at the same 


time, it excites the most cordial feelings of brother- 
Jy love and affection towards the brethren and 
sisters of the same common faith. 

While, thereiore, it is not made a “ bone of con- 
tention :” 
discipline ; but all believers are made heartily wel- 
come, and affectionately invited to come ; but at the 
saine time, none are censured if they choose to be 
excused, it appears to me that it may be productive 
ef much good, without doing the least possible 
harm. 

These are my views on this subject; and with 
these views I would sincerely and earnestly recom- 
mend, that in every Church of professed Christians, 
the table of the Lord’s Supper should be spread ; 
not too often, so as to make it too common; and 
sufficiently often to keep up public attention; when 
the whole congregation, one and all, should be cor- 
dially, and affectionately, invited to partake ; each 
one judging for him or herself of his or her worthi- 
ness, knowing that all the conmunicants must stand 
or fall to their own Master, and that no one has any 
right to judge or to condemn another ; but that all 
must be made manifest before the judgment-seat of 
Christ. Ln this way, those who do not partake will 
have no right to judge those who eat; nor those 
who eat, to condemn those whe eat not. Neither 
can it be said, that the communicants virtually say 
to others, “ Stand off, come not nigh us, for we are 
more holy than thou.” k. 

REPLY. 

The above appears to be rather an expression of 
the writer’s (K.’s) feelings and impressions in rela- 
tion to the ceremony in question, thaa a critical 
examination of the subject, or reply to our remarks. 
K. considers it as taken for granted, or believed by 
Christians generally, that “Christ did institute 
what is called the Lord’s Supper,” &c. We are, 
thus far, ignorant of any evidence to prove this. 
Christ and his disciples were “ eating the Passover,” 
conforming to an old established rite, at the time 
when the new rite is supposed to have been insti- 
tuted. We have evidence to prove this fact. If it 
is admitted that the Passover was typical of Christ, 
there is then a propriety in calling the supper, or 
passover which Christ and his disciples eat, the 
Lord's Supper. If it was not typical of Christ, it 
was as much Peter’s or Judas’s supper, as it was 
Christ’s. And if it was typical of Christ, and, there- 
fore, with propriety called the Lord’s Supper, it is 


while it is not an article or a subject of 





settled that Christ did not institute it, (the supper oy 
Passover,) but it was instituted by Moses, at the 
command of God, centuries before Christ was borg 
of the virgin. When, therefore, Christ said, “Do 
this in remembrance of me,” without advising or 
directing the frequency of so doing, he only request. 
ed his disciples to remember him when they eat and 
drank ; without regard to the Passover in the sense 
the Jews observed it, but as typical of Christ's 
death, and not in remembrance of the Jews’ deliver. 
ance from Egyptian bondage. The Passover was 
instituted to commemorate the deliverance of the 
Jews, as a nation, and was typical of Christ; who js 
the * Deliverer come out of Zion, to turn away up. 
godliness from Jacob.” It had its accomplishment 
as atype or figure, in the person and offering oj 
Christ on the cross. Hence the propriety of Christ's 
comment, or explanation; “This is my body which 
is broken for you—This cup is the new testament 
in my blood which is shed for you.” Please to re- 
member, the elements which were provided by the 
express command of Christ, to furnish the supper 
of the Passover, were the very elements of which 
he said, “This is my body—this is my blood,” &e. 
Christ, therefore, instituted no new rite, ordinance, 
or ceremony, but only explained an old one. (See 
Luke xxii. 7—20. We, therefore, not only think 
there can be doubt of Christ’s instituting a new 
ordinance, called the Lord’s Supper, but evidence to 
prove the contrary ; which evidence is given above. 

That Christ’s disciples and apostles, after bis 
death and ascension, considered, or “ understood,” 
that Christ instituted a new ordinance, or rite, we 
have no evidence whatever. We will suppose that 
it will be admitted that believers in Christ, alter his 
ascension, understood the proper signification of the 
Jewish Passover, which Christ observed just before 
he suffered. Also, that they understood Christ's 
explanation of the elements of that passover, as typi- 
cal of his body, which was broken, or pierced, and 
of his blood, which was shed for man. Paul’s First 
Epistle to the Corinthians, x1. 20—34, is by far the 
most eXplicit evidence on the subject in question 
Does Paul say that Christ instituted a new ordi- 
vance, and that he called that ordinance “The 
Lord’s Supper?” No! Has any inspired writer 
declared this? No! we believe no such thing. 
Paul’s testimony, in his own words, is, “ That the 
Lord Jesus the night in which he was betrayed took 
bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake if 
and said, Take, eat; this is my body which is 
broken for you; this do in remembrance of me,” 
&c. Saving those who believe the Roman doctrine 
of transubstantiation, who believes the literal bread 
to be Christ’s very body ? None. What then are 
we to understand? Ans. That the elements of the 
Passover were typical of Cinist’s sufferings. 

Paul recites that truth which he received ; and 
asserted, that as often as they brake the bread, &c. 
they did “show the Lord’s death till he come.” 
(That is, typrcatly, the manner of it.) Paul re- 
proved the Corinthians, severely, for their gluttony 
and drunkenness. He considers their excess as the 
cause of the sickness and weakness of many of them, 
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and even of the sleep (death) of many of them. This 
was the judgment (or damnation,) which they eat 
aad drank to themselves. That is, they suffered the 
cousequences of their shameful intemperance. Had 
they understood properly the design of the Pass- 
over, and the signification of Christ’s words, as re- 
ported by Paul, they would not have condueted in 
that shameful manner. 

In the article to which K.’s remarks are designed 
as a reply, we have answered the question, “ What 
ire we to understand by the words ‘ till he come ?” 

We very much doubt whether the observance ot 
the ceremony in question, “ excites in the communi- 
-ants the highest sense of gratitude to God,” &e. 
for the simple reason that many of them do not 
manifest even alow or small sense of gratitude to 
God; if we are to form an estimate of the quantity 
of their gratitude, by the quantity of their love to 
their brethren! 

We must disagree with K.; if it be a duty to eat 
ihe Lord’s Supper, the oftener the better. Duty 
cannot be “too common.” We would say, the 
passover out of the question, and meeting-houses 
also, “ As often as ye eat and drink,” remember, with 
thankfulness and gratitude, the goodness of God, 
particularly the gift of his “ Son, the Saviour of the 
world.” This can be done, without being “ seen of 
men;” and the man who remembers his God, 
and “Jesus Christ whom he hath sent,” as often 
as he eats and drinks, will not be likely to forget 
between meals, nor need the holy farce of modern 
times, to give the finishing touch to his Christian 

haracter. 

However K. may have considered the observance 
of a rite or ceremony, under certain regulations, as 
conducive to Christian edification, &c. we are confi- 
dent that in our general views of ordinances and 
formulas, when contrasted with real pure religion, 
we shall not find occasion to differ. We may dis- 
pute about the colour or consistency of the chaff, 
and agree perfectly so far as regards the wheat! 

—<—--~—S 
From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 
PROFESSION OF BELIEF, 
ind Plan of the General Association of the Univer- 
sal Churches and Societies, of the New-England 

States. 

The Churches and Societies of UN1VERSaLisis 
of the New-England States, assembled in General 
Convention, holden at Winchester, New-Hamp- 
shire, on the 2ist and 22d of September, A. D. 
1203. 

To the individuals of the several churches and 
societies, and to all persons whom it may concern, 
Greeting : 

Brethren and Friends : 

Whereas, the diversities of capacity and of oppor- 
tunity for obtaining information, together with many 
attendant circumstances, have occasioned, among 
ahe sincere professors of the Abrahamic Faith, some 
diversities of opinion concerning some points of 
doctrine and modes of practice—We therefore 
think it expedient, in order to prevent confusion 


and building up of the church together in love, to 
record and publish that profession of belief, which 
we agree in as essential ; and that plan of ecclesias- 
tical fellowship and general subordination, which 
we, as a Christian association, conceive we ought to 
maintain. 

PROFESSION OF BELIEF. 
Irlicle 1. We believe that the Holy Scriptures 
of the Old and New Testaments contain a revela 
uon of the character of God, and of the duty, in 
terest, and final destination of mankind. 

“Irticle 2. We believe that there is One God, 
whose nature is Love; revealed in One Lord Jesus 
Christ, by Que Holy Spirit of Grace; who will 
finally restore the whole family of mankind to holi 
ness and happiness. 

Article 3. We believe that holiness and true hap 
piness are inseparably connected ; and that believers 
ought to maintain order, and practise good works, 
for these things are good and profitable unto men. 

As we believe these to be truths which deeply 
concern the honour of the Divine Character, and 
the interests of man, we do hereby declare that we 
continue to consider ourselves and our societies in 
fellowship, adenomimation of Christians distinct and 
separate from those who do not approve the whole 
of this profession and belief, as expressed in the 
three above articles, 

And as a distinct denomination, we continue to 
claim the authority of exercising among ourselves, 
that order for the glory of God in the good of the 
church, which Christianity requires. 

And we contimue to claim the external privileges, 
which, according to the free constitution of our 
country, every denomination is entitled to enjoy. 

Yet, while we, as an association, adopt a general 
profession of belief, and-plan of church government, 
we leave it to the several churches and societies, or 
to smaller associations of churches, if such should 
be formed within the limits of our general associa- 
tion, to continue, or adopt, within themselves, such 
more particular arucles of faith, or modes of disci- 
pline, as may appear to them best, under their par- 
ticular circumstances ; provided they do not disagree 
with our general profession and plan. 

And while we consider that every church pos- 
sesses, within itself, all the powers of self-govern- 
ment, we earnestly and affectionately recommend 
it to every church, society, or particular association, 
to exercise the spirit of Christian meekness and 
charity towards those who have different modes of 
faith or practice; that where the brethren cannot 
see alike, they may agree to differ, and let every 
man be fully persuaded in his own mind. 


PLAN OF THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION. 


Sec. Ist. The General Association of Univer- 
salists of the New-England States, shall hold a 
Convention, once a year, at such time and place 
as shall have been appointed by the preceding Con- 
vention. 

Sec. 2d. Each society, approving our generat 
profession and plan, and manifesting a desire for 





and misunderstanding, and to promote the edifying 
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shall have a right to send to the Convention a dele- 
gate or delegates, who shall hold our general pro- 
tession of belief, and support a sober, moral char- 
acter; and such delegates shall be received as mem- 
bers of the Convention. 

Sec. 3d. Those ordained ministers and licensed 
preachers of the gospel, who have received the fel- 
lowship of the Association, shall be considered as 
members of the Convention at which they attend, 
while they remain in that fellowship, whether they 
produce credentials from any society, or not. 

Sec. 4th. The consent of a majority of mem- 
bers present shall be necessary to the reception of 
any new member, who is neither a minister, nor a 
preacher, in fellowship, nor a delegate producing 
credentials from some church, society, or particular 
association. 

Sec. 5th. Each member of the Convention 
shall be entitled to one vote in every matter to be 
determined ; except those which the societies re- 
presented ought to have equal privilege ; such as de- 
termining the place of holding the next Conven- 
tion; or any other matter which the majority of 
the Convention shall judge to be of a similar nature 
in this respect; in such cases, each society repre 
sented shall be considered as having no more than 
one voice; and each person voting shall be con- 
sidered as representing not more than one society. 

Sec. 6th. The business of a General Conven- 
tion when met, shall be: 

To choose a Presiding Elder, Clerk, and other 
Officers, if necessary ; 

To examine into the state of particular societies, 
churches, or associations, on due representation and 
give or withhold, continue or withdraw their fellow- 
ship, as may be necessary ; 

To look over the conduct of the members of the 
Association, especially those who labour in word 
and doctrine; and approve or rebuke, or deny fel- 
lowship, as occasion may require ; 

To examine into the qualifications of ministers, 
preachers, or other individuals, who appear candi- 
dates for the fellowship of the Association; and 
give or withhold that fellowship, as may appear 
best ; 

To appoint and hear the reports of particular 
committees, and determine concerning them ; 

And to adopt all such measures, in their power, 
as may tend to the promotion of general order, in- 
struction, and edification. 

Sec. 7th. Ordinations, during the recess of the 
Conventions, shall be conducted as heretofoie, at 
such times, and in such places, and manner, as at- 
tendant circumstances and good order require ; and 
due and seasonable report thereof shall be made to 
the Association in Convention. 

Sec. 8th. The General Association, and par- 
ticular Associations and churches, in all cases are 
required to look for those qualifications in their of- 
ficers, which the scriptures of the New Testament 
have made requisite: particularly, Matt. xxviii. 19, 
20, and the 3d and 4th chapters of the Epistle to 
Timothy ; and they are referred to the same Sacred 
books for directions how to deal with offenders: 
particularly Matt. xviii. 15,21. Luke, xvii. 3, 4. 

Sec. 9th. The General Association disclaims 
all authority for passing any further judgment 
against any offending particular association, society, 
ehurch, or individual, than the mere withdrawing of 
fellowship. 

Sec. 10th. The Association reserves to itself, 
under the direction of that Divine Wisdom which 
was to accompany the followers of Christ to the 
end of the world, the right of making hereafter such 
alterations of this general pLan of the Association, 
as circumstanecs may require. 





But there is no alteration of any part of the three 
Articles that contain the Profession of our Belies 
ever to be made, at any future period. ; 

The above, and the within, is respectfully submi: 
ted, by 
ZEBULON STREETER, 
GEORGE RICHARDS, 
HOSEA BALLOU, 
WALTER FERRISS, and 
ZEPHANIAH LATHE. 


By the General Convention of the Universal 
Churches and Societies : 
RATIFICATION IN TOTAL. 

The above, and all and every part thereof, having 
been deliberately read, maturely considered, and se 
riously investigated, was accepted of, and passed by 
the unanimous vote of all present. In solemn wit 
ness whereof, the Presiding Elder, and Clerk, ane 
Assistant Reader, have fixed their respective signa 
tures, 

Done at Winchester, New-Hampshire, Septembe 
23d, 1803. 

ZEBULON STREETER, Presiding Elder. 

Noau Murray, Clerk. 
Epwarp Turner, Assistant Reader. 
A true Copy of Record. 
Iitest, Hosea Batxou, 2). Standing Clerk 


Extract from the Record of the Proceedings of the 
Convention for 1814. 

“25th. Voted, That when any brother in the 
ministry holding fellowship with this Convention. 
receives ordination or installation over any charch 
or society, or takes up such connexion, it shall be 
the duty of such brother to make due return to the 
General convention of such proceedings.” 

Extract from the Record of the Proceedings of the 
Convention for 1820. 

“13th. Voted, That for ever after it slrall be the 
duty of the Clerk of the General Convention, or o: 
the brother who may be appointed to write the Cir 
cular Letter, to send at least three copies of the Pro- 
ceedings of the Convention, to three brethren in the 
ministry, members of each of the different Associa 
tions in fellowship with the Convention.” 


Extract from the Record of the Proceedings of the 
Convention for 1824. 

“ 26th. The following resolve was unanimous!: 
passed: Resolved, That, in future, in all instances ot 
difficulty existing between brethren in the ministry, 
or between a brother in the ministry and a churcit 
or society in fellowship with the General Conven- 
tion, it shall be the duty of such parties to settle 
their difference by a mutual council, chosen of such 
as are in fellowship with the General Convention ; 
and should either party refuse to submit the case to 
such a council, the other shall have a right to choos: 
an ex-parte council ; and the decision,in either casy 
shall be final.” 

True Copies of Record. 
Attest, HOSEA BALLOU, 2d. Standing Clerk” 
—<f>— 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION 
Subject, 1 Cor. xv. 22. 

On Monday Evening next, at half-past 6 o'clock, : 
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